266                 LETTERS TO AN UNKNOWN

XVIIIetne Siecle," which I shall have bound.
Is there anything in them that you would
like to have ? I received, with astonish-
ment, the book which you sent back to me.
I was afraid that you had added it to those
which you have already taken from me.
When will you come and take another ? In
spite of the heat, I am quite ilL

You asked me, the other day, where I got
acquainted with the dialect of the Bohe-
mians. I had so many things to say to you
that I forgot to reply. I learned it from M.
Borrow; his book is one of the most curious
that I have read. What he tells of the Bo-
hemians is perfectly true, and his personal
observations are entirely in accord with
mine, except upon one point. In his quality
as a clergyman, he may have been mistaken
where, in my quality as a Frenchman and a
layman, I could make conclusive experi-
ments. It is strange that this man, who has
such a gift for languages, has so little dra-
matic perspicacity that he cannot distinguish
in this dialect many words foreign to the
Spanish. He pretends that only the roots
of Sanscrit words have been preserved. Ies withour look-er.you   are worth as much as
